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June 2020 

Dear Sixth Grade Student, 

This coming September you will be attending Great Neck North Middle School, and we are sure you are excited about the 
three years you will spend in our school. We look forward to working with you. 

We want you to feel that you are well prepared when you enter these doors in September. That is why we have decided to 
give all incoming sixth graders a summer reading assignment. We want you to read one book and take notes. As you 
are reading, please make sure that you keep track of the plot (key events), details about the setting (where and when the story 
takes place), conflict, and character. You can use Post-it notes, a notebook, or a journal to take your notes. Your reading 
teacher will be giving you an assignment upon your return to school, and you may use the book and your notes to complete 
the assignment. This assignment will consist of completing two graphic organizers in class. 

We are asking you to choose one of the novels listed below to read over the summer before entering sixth grade. 
Review the brief descriptions on the following pages to help you select a book that you will enjoy. 

We have a great resource to help you successfully complete the summer reading assignment, our very own Reading Doctor! 
Please join our Reading Doctor Google Classroom ( usim2tk ). See the attached sheet for more information. 

BOOK AUTHOR LEVEL 

Crenshaw Katherine Applegate     Q 

Just Under the Clouds Melissa Sarno      Q/R 

No Slam Dunk Mike Lupica      S 

Short Holly Goldberg Sloan      T 

Merci Suarez Changes Gears Meg Medina      V 

Sidetracked Diana Harmon Asher       W 

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook Leslie Connor       W 

Blackbird Fly Erin Entrada Kelly        Y 

Hello Universe Erin Entrada Kelly         Y 

Levels Q, S, T = Least Challenging Level U = Middle      Levels W and X = Middle-Challenging 

Please share this letter with your parents. Have a wonderful summer. Enjoy your book! 

Sincerely, 

Theresa Walter, Ed.D.
English Department Chairperson 



Summer Reading 2020-Book Selections 
 
 

Crenshaw, by Katherine Applegate (Q) 
 

Jackson and his family have fallen on hard times. There’s no more money for rent, and not much for food, either. His 
parents, his little sister, and their dog may have to live in their minivan. Again. 

Crenshaw is a cat. He’s large, he’s outspoken, and he’s imaginary. He has come back into Jackson’s life to help him. But is 
an imaginary friend enough to save this family from losing everything? 

 
 
 

 
Just Under the Clouds, by Melissa Sarno (Q/R) 

 
How do you have a home if you don’t have a house? Melissa Sarno’s debut novel is about a family struggling to find 
something lasting when everything feels so fleeting. 

Always think in trees and you’ll never fall. Cora’s father told her when she was a little girl. Two feet, one hand. Two 
hands, one foot. That was all Cora needed to know how to climb the trees of Brooklyn. 

 
 

 
 
 
No Slam Dunk, by Mike Lupica (S) 

 
Wes’ father always told him that there was only one ball in basketball. That you had to know when to take it 
yourself and when to give it up and that finding the right balance was the key. So at every practice and game, Wes tries 
his best to be a good basketball player and, above all, a good teammate. 

 
As the season begins, Wes finds that not everyone on his team has the same idea. All-star player and the Hawks’ point 
guard, Danilo Rey seems determined to hold the spotlight and the ball, even if it means costing the team the game. 

 
No Slam Dunk is a fast-paced story for basketball fans that proves being a good teammate remains the most important 
quality in basketball and in life 
 
 

Short, by Holly Goldberg Sloan (T) 

Julia is very short for her age, but by the end of the summer run of The Wizard of Oz, she’ll realize how big she is 
inside, where it counts. She hasn’t ever thought of herself as a performer, but when the wonderful director of Oz casts 
her as a munchkin, she beings to see herself in a new way. As Julia becomes friendly with the poised and wise Olive—
one of the adults with dwarfism, who has joined the productions’ motley crew of Munchkins—and with her deeply 
artistic neighbor, Mrs. Chang, Julia’s own sense of self as an artist grows. Soon, she doesn’t want to fade into the 
background—and it’s a good thing, because her director has more big plans for Julia! 

Bubbling over with humor and tenderness, this is an irresistible story of self-discovery and of the role models who 
forever change us. 



Merci Suarez Changes Gears, by Meg Medina (V) 

Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no idea just how different. For starters, Merci 
has never been like the other kids at her private school in Florida, because she and her older brother are 
scholarship students. They don’t have a big house or a fancy boat, and they have to do extra community service to 
make up for their free tuition. Things are not going well at home either. Merci’s grandfather and most trusted ally, 
Lolo has been acting strangely lately—forgetting important things, falling from his bike, and getting angry 
over nothing. What makes things even worse is that no one in Merci’s family will tell her what is going on. 

Author Meg Medina gets to the heart of the confusion and constant change that defines middle school—and the 
steadfast connection that defines family. 

 

Sidetracked, by Diana Harmon Asher (W) 
 

If middle school were a race, Joseph Friedman would not even be in last place. Joseph has ADD, is clumsy and fears 
everything, and he is a perfect target for middle school bullies. 

Heather, the new girl is very tall and athletically gifted. They may seem like an odd pair, but they share a common 
problem—they don’t fit in. But each needs support that the other provides. Heather is dealing with an unengaged 
mother who is on an extended trip to Hawaii, leaving her feeling rejected and vulnerable, while Joseph long ago 
decided to take the path of least resistance to life’s many hardships and bullies. As he says, “They multiply and they 
find you, and they always, always win.” 

 
 

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook, by Leslie Connor (W) 
 

All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook is a powerful middle school novel, perfect for fans of Wonder and When you 
Reach Me, from Leslie Connor, the award winning author of Waiting for Normal and Crunch. 

Eleven year old Perry was born and raised by his mom at the Blue River Co-ed Correctional Facility in tiny Surprise, 
Nebraska. His mom is a resident of Cell Block C, and for the time being Warden Daugherty has made it possible for 
them to be together. That is, until a new district attorney discovers the truth—and Perry is removed from the 
facility and forced into a foster home. 

When Perry moves to “the outside” world, he feels trapped. Desperate to be reunited with his mom, Perry goes on a 
quest for answers about her past crime. As he gets closer to the truth, he will discover that love makes people 
resilient no matter where they come from…but can he find a way to tell everyone what home truly means? 

 
 

Blackbird Fly, by Erin Entrada Kelly (Y) 

Future rock star or friendless misfit? That’s no choice at all. In this acclaimed novel, twelve-year old Apple grapples 
with being different; with friends and backstabbers; and with following her dreams. 

Apple has always felt a little different from her classmates. She and her mother moved to Louisiana from the 
Philippines when she was little, and her mother still cooks Filipino foods and chastises Apple for becoming “too 
American.” When Apple’s friends turn on her and everything about her life starts to seem weird and embarrassing, 
Apple turns to music. If she can just save enough to buy a guitar and learn to plan, maybe she can change herself. It 
might be the music that saves her… or it might be her two friends, who show her how special she really is. 

 
 



Hello Universe, by Erin Entrada Kelly (Y) 

Told from four points of view-two boys and two girls—Hello Universe celebrates bravery, being different and finding 
your inner bayani (hero). Virgil Salinas is shy and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia 
Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed 
psychic, whose little sister is always following her around. Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just stop being 
so different so he could focus on basketball. 

There is something for everyone in this book—humor, bullying, self-acceptance, cross generational relationships, 
and…. 



Welcome	from	Dr.	B—Your	Summer	Reading	Doctor	

Dear	Students,	

Happy	Summer	to	one	and	all!		I	am	so	looking	forward	to	getting	to	know	all	of	you.		Summer	is	a	time	
for	fun	and	relaxation;	however,	it	is	also	a	good	time	to	practice	the	reading	skills	and	strategies	that	you	
have	learned.	

We	have	a	wonderful	selection	of	books	to	choose	from	for	your	summer	reading	assignment,	and	I’ll	be	
with	you	every	step	of	the	way.		Please	join	the	Reading	Doctor	Google	Classroom	(usim2tk).		
Throughout	the	summer	I	will	be	available	to	answer	your	questions,	chat	about	the	books,	and	support	
your	reading	and	writing.			We’ll	talk	about	character,	plot,	setting,	conflicts,	theme,	and	so	much	more.	
I’d	also	love	to	know	more	about	you	and	find	out	how	your	summer	is	going.	

Just	like	we	have	to	exercise	the	body,	reading	helps	to	exercise	the	brain.		Reading	is	a	wonderful	way	to	
escape,	relieve	stress,	and	gain	knowledge.	I	can’t	wait	to	get	started.		

Dr.	B’s	first	prescription	for	a	healthy	reading	adventure:	

What	happens	if	I	don’t	like	the	book	that	I	selected?		It’s	happened	to	me	so	many	times.		Don’t	worry	
and	please	don’t	suffer	in	silence.	Share	your	concerns	with	a	family	member,	and	preview	the	other	
selections.		Don’t	stop	after	a	page	or	two;	read	a	few	chapters,	and	I	know	you	will	find	one	that	fits.	
Remember,	you	can	always	chat	with	me.	




